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such as lice, ticks, or mange, they should be dipped before cold weather.
Reasonably accurate breeding dates can be kept if the ram is marked as just explained and the date recorded when he is turned in with the flock. Ewes come in heat every two or three weeks, the period lasting from one to three days.
It is common practice to resort to flushing the ewes before the breeding season arrives. This means extra feeding to hasten the appearance of heat. It is well known that flushing or conditioning the ewes in this manner will increase the number of twin lambs. Flushing will tend to make all the ewes come in heat in a shorter period and thus make the lambing season of shorter duration. Flushing should be started about three weeks before the ram is turned in with the ewes. The breeding flock may have been on scanty pasture during the season, but as fall and cool weather approaches it should be given better pasturage and fed some grain in addition. About % pound of oats daily to a ewe-will be sufficient. Pumpkins and other succulent roots may also be fed. Rape and soybeans furnish excellent pasture for flushing.
Before the ram is turned in with the ewes, all the tags and soiled wool should be clipped from about the region of the tail. This makes the act of service surer.
Care of the ewes during pregnancy
The period of pregnancy is about 145 days, with variations. During this time the pregnant ewes should be gaining in flesh. It is desired to keep the ewes in fine condition so they may be able to give birth to strong and healthy lambs. There is always a tendency to allow the ewes to become thin during the winter months. Their real condition is not recognized because of the thickening coat of wool. Unless they are examined by hand, their physical condition may not be apparent.
For early winter feed the ewes may be given alfalfa' or